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LOCAL NEWS 
Yom Torah: Hevreh Celebrates the Restoration of its Torah Scrolls 

Sor,,~ Ndl Yerman and Rabbi Jodie Gordon /wid up a re~t(Jred 
Tamh scroll 

GREAT BARRINGTON - During tbe autmnn 
montb,.!!rom of Soutbern Berkshire wa, deeply 
engaged in tbe re'toration of its two Torah ,croll,. 
lhj, dfon included tbe meticulou, week, -Iong 
work of tbe congreg.tion ·, wft!: (,cribe) N eil 
~ tbe adoming of lett er, by congregant, of 
ill age, . tbe creation of new runa;m for tbe ark. 
and generou, contribution, from acro" its com
munity. The, e effom ruhninat ed in tbe Yom Torah 
celebration on No~·ember 17. In conjunction witb 
Yom Torah. over 25 congregant, gatbered witb 
~ textil e anist Nancy Katz to creat e new CIlI
tain, for tbe Ark~. The, e runoin, ,ymbo
Iize the holiness of tbe T orob to the congregation. 

while 01'0 offering tbe opponunity to add to the beauty of the ,mctuary witb congregant, own band, ilIld bean,. Rabbi Jodie 
Gordon md N eil YEm¥!oled the event. «From generation to generation .~ more than 100 member, . botb young and old. pmi
cipated in the mitzvah of writing Torah. Religiou, Sebool famili e, . as well as adult congregarll5 . leamed about the !!!s!i ~ of 
Torah writing. and tbe ,piritual significance oftbe lett er, and tbe word, contained in the ,croll •. Then. each person. ".ith tbe 
~ guidance. h~d tbe thrilling opponunity to write ~ lett er in ~ Torah ,croll. In tbe afternoon. attendee, 01'0 enjoyed hand, 
on learning opponunitie, . including Hebrew calligrapby practice and dip, from The Messenger. a fibn by Berkshire fIlmmaker 
Michael ~ tbat tells the story of ~ HoloCllust ,croll. ~ first Tonh w~, acquired in 1980. A ,econd Torah. 
tbe Holocaust Memorial Trust Scroll, i, approximately 250 years old and Wa' re,rued from Czechmlovokia after World War II. 
Since 1986, every !!n:!m~ mitzvah ,tudent ba, read from tbis Torah. lhj, ,croll ba, benJ passed down through generations 
of ~ clergy, famili e" and leader •. Botb Torah, were proudly carried through tbe streets ofGreM Barrington in 1999 
when tbe congregation moved to its present borne at nO S.1aJe .. Road .. A generou, pmicipation cb.illenge m~teb, led by ~ 
~ Am!! ~ and Lisa Sloane, encounged donuion.large and small to belp fund the Torah r..,tontion. Rabbi 
Jodie Gordon shared, ' lbis project not only re.tored our Torahs but al.o deepened our .en,e of connection a. a community. It', 
a powerful reminder tbM tbe T orab is not just a .acred object, but a living pan of our congregation', story. 


